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Abstract
HifgcaagaNdeneliagiel: HETca: TeaauTugle: |
Ul & Wieeol Ty STTATAEICHETET A G| | (Ffderdes-12)
What is literature? What is it in essence? What does it entail? It is too difficult to explain

the real meaning of literature because there are different types of definitions are found in
shastras.

erseref Afgdl g wfad eamr enfos|
TV FafEUd! HIed deIdaTEelGehlNUl | |(Tehlierdotiiad)

Literature is the mirror of society. Through language, literature expresses all social
sentiments. Literature is a vital record of what men have seen in life, what they
experienced of it, what they have felt and thought about those aspects of it, which have the
most immediate enduring interest for all us. It is thus fundaments all an expression of life
through the medium of languages. Generally, Literature is the total collection or
combination of all shastras like grammar (vyakarana) philosophy (Darshan) religion
(Dharmashastra) arts, sciences, History, geography and political science etc. Our country
Bharat is most wonderful land of different religions and different languages. The scope of
Indian literature or knowledge is extremely wide. If we evaluate the importance of Indian
literature or knowledge, we can find that it is a vast store house of knowledge which is
deeper than the Indian Ocean, wider than the geographical area of India, higher than the
peaks of the Himalayas and more subtle than the concept of Brahma. Sanskrit is one of the
oldest languages. And the greatest, the most wonderful and scientific language in the
world. It is not only a literature but also a shining tradition of Indian culture, knowledge,
science, philosophy and art. It is divided into two types; one is Non creative or literature of
knowledge and another is creative or literature of power.

Sanskrit literature is not only a glorious reflection of Indian life and culture but also
world life and culture. It is only for Jeevan Darshan and welfare of the living beings (W

daaedrT faafe). Sanskrit and prestige go together in India. Without knowledge of

Sanskrit literature, the education of every Indian is incomplete according to Mahatma
Gandhi. It can be a major tool for social transformation, given its ability to eradicate
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differences of caste, sect, gender, religion and other narrowness and evil thoughts in the
society. The fundamental transformation of consciousness is part and parcel of life. If a
person’s mind is changed then his action or deed will be changed.

There are many social rules transformations in this literature. This topic is so vast that only
two or three of its broad aspects have been cited in this paper

Keywords- Jivana Darshan, Manab Dharma, Samskara, Basudhaiba Kutumbakam,
Ramarajya, Global peace, Salvation, Consciousness, Barter System, Transformation

Social Transformation:

Every day in our newspapers and on T.V we are reading and seeing many bad news
regarding terrorism, anti-social works and corruption in every sector like economic,
political and social etc. If we take a statistic, we can get that many qualified people are
doing these anti - social works. Due to -

HTCIEATTCSETUTHTAT FHSIAT & g1
aIvYgEe sraTsiel daly fafg=ad | 1(gq.225)

We should think that achievement of educational qualification or degree alone cannot
make a man as human or intellectual development cannot make a man as a human. It is
only learning of Sanskrit literature can influence responsiveness in the heart of men and
create an atmosphere to establishment of Global Fraternity and mutual Tolerance,
Universal Peace and Harmony. In the vision of the Vedic literature like God the whole is
one. The earth is our mother and we all are her children. So, we should march forward

with an idea of global brotherhood. As the members of a family (EI'HQ‘?}IH $cFIhHA) stay

together. Even though we are of different nature, such as having differences in food, cloth,
language and religion etc. We should live together in this world.

%?v‘fa:l' L ‘ S EE ) ~I

HegseIed TR HET e |
Human always want to three things i.e value-based humanism, salvation of life and the
company of seers and servants. These can be achieved from Sanskrit literature or Indian
literatures. Sanskrit literature advises to gain vidya (knowledge)and to maintain Manaba

Dharma (Human Religion). Really Good Quality education (vidya, knowledge) can modify
or transform social works through sanskar (Humanity). That is -

AT el UTHETIHATH . YA eelic TeHATIATI e |

erf et faarer fraTcasiey, af garfa aggaraenfa ol |
Sanskrit literature promotes and propagates an all-inclusive ideology i.e -
WRIYhR: JUATY IT9Tg RTS=T# | I IRAT &6 | Fed de | & =W | AT TeTae st HAor
arfel o7 Fcdearfel etc. which could constitute the foundation for global peace and harmony

and transformation in the society. Particularly through quality education we can change
our social, cultural, economic and political condition of our society.

Secondly in our society every person or individual struggles for three things-
Knowledge, Prosperity and Happiness. Sanskrit literature is the best instrument or way to
achieve them all. There are many Upadeshas in the Veda, the Upanisad, the Purana, the
Ramayana, the Mahabharat, the Gita and other religious books. If a person’s heart or soul

Volume II, Special Issue February 2026 96



Social Transformation in Sanskrit Literature Shiba Prasad Behera

is clean or speritual then all types of religious texts and upadeshas dwell there. He
becomes a spiritual person and he does not do any anti-social works. Now people do not
read or follow our Indian culture or rules of shastras. Once upon a time India was the guru
of the world family. But now feels to be in the grip of the monster of evil.

3¢ WA = sfAfer sfar st

G AIEAST JATHIIRUIHTAA| | (7. 77)

HRA AR §H 3Tl heTc|

AfRTITAEERRT TeAATRAT a2 ||
Knowledge gives pleasure but not luxurious goods.

faear gerfa e faerara anfa araar |

A cATe] TSI AT 8 Tel: G ||

Man should work for a better life and all the institutions concerning man should be
improved through the study of man’s habit, needs, interests and weakness.

Ofcr e faremyy e Femmoor qar |
HATACAAEEATY Fel TG Ferid | | (GATTaqRIos)

If social condition is improved man not only create heaven on earth but also proper
atmosphere for happy living.

Caste system is responsible for the lack of proper utilization of the faculties of an
individual. People belonging to the low caste rarely think for taking up the work which the
high caste people do. So, their personality remains stop to develop. But in Sanskrit
literature -

e . ;:rq-r H‘:Q‘- S QT: |
AET FARATY AT [agEamdRATIA| | (4.13)

Really this caste system is not meant for Jatibada but a class is determined by temperament
and vocation of a person or a bird or an animal also. It means the people who gives
knowledge or education to the society, and Who is helpful nature is called Brahmana
(Guru), Who protects our country and who thinks power or strength is the most precious
thing. he is called Kshatriya (Army), who gives food and other requirement goods and
who wants wealth and pleasure, he is called Baishya(Farmer and Businessman) and who
serves for all people and who thinks pleasure and enjoyment are the main things. he is
called Shudra (Servant of God or Govt.). All are equal in their posts.

facaTaaagF = greAot a1fd giedi|
fer da egureh o qfvsdr: FHERI: ||(INdT5-18)

There is no difference among them. World exists through their co-operation and
companion. Now people follow western culture so our Indian culture and customs
gradually decline.

TeRTSg, Tae RITeTaTaT: HYHE: |
fSETAfAGEL TIANT AT T 11(g9.236)
THRTCHT HeTIR AT Fhel ¢ |1(237)
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Economic Transformation:

Economic condition of our country is not so good due to unequal distribution of wealth.
Money is the most powerful thing in the world. Money controls and rules the world.

Money gives judgment and power. 37 dolad G ¥ HIF FaT| (HATIGYUTH) . Money is

nothing but only the medium of exchange of all things. 37 2Ifd THHRT .Now a days

money wisdom, knowledge and power all combined. So, it is called.

Money Money Money,

Money is brighter than sun shine

And sweeter than honey.
But according to Sanskrit literature where is money there is sorrow. Money is the root of all
evils.

ATAHSA §:T G o IRIETOT |
A1 T <3 " Oy @ HreteTa || (SeesaTad)

Do not hanker after or see other wealth or money. You should be satisfied with your
wealth which is given by God. de cg&dlsl Si'%ﬂﬂ : T ITY: HEIEad I || (F2MIfIve)
Don’t hanker after or want others” wealth. Like-

ATJac] TRERY 3MTcHAdd TG |

drsead weedy I: geafa @ ufsd: ||
The wealth or money is real money which is used for the welfare of others or society.
Unfair money will go together. There is a proverb in odia literature -

3UATIT ¢ Tg TTedel A Ferafed |
Odia literature advises to earn money by a right path and expense by a right path.
&1eT 37oTe] UH BN gof ITId s | | (NS APTEa)

There are many verses in Sanskrit literature to maintain economic standard of the society.
like- Human wants are unlimited-

o7 ¥a afSe oI erclY gRrerd et Heanfay,

reer: ferferarerd fefaufaeesheatcd ga1: |

I ARGl FRUTATEs ug arsofd,

g daug ar gRugATma ™ &t 19 || (3TseTceT)
Satisfaction with own limited money is the greatest wealth and honesty-

o g #afd gRe: 7w geom faemer |

FATE T IRTSC FY 3aTT 1 &R || (RFFATHA 53)
In this world, among all the purifications, the purity of wealth (having wealth earned
through fair means) is said to be the best purification. One who is pure in wealth or money
i.e one who has not taken money from anyone through unfair means, He is pure. One who
is pure only in term of mud, water (but one who is not pure in wealth i.e one who has

taken wealth from someone through unfair means) is not a pure person. According to
Manu-
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SERIBERIBICIEEN SR e CE
e e & YfeT Feamyf: | 1(FH-5 /106)
Cut your coat according your cloth. Confine your expense. Human’s bright character is the
best wealth in the world. If we follow economic rules of the Ramayana, the Mahabharata
we can find that the poor subjects received free seeds and financial assistance from the

royal families. If we obey our ancient economic system then our primary, secondary and
tertiary sector will be modified.

Political Transformation:
Political condition of our country is not so good. According to Puranashastra-

geiticl Tsfeilicl Hegaresid 9e 9 |

AT HAWT HC &1 Hoet A 11(gT-118)

T AfeA9E Tl a7 AT T |

TN qU TEH el A4 ||

AT HATS TATHAT TTHHT: FESAATY ST |

THY HTcld HETeT Tl Tl JRRATT S Iraireare | |

IF TATIUTHICT HETHRTAT |

TATTERICT e Tcgragst o |
The Mahabharata, The Ramayana the Gita, Mudrarakshasa, Kautilya Arthashastra and
kiratarjuniya are the best sources of Indian politics. According to Sanskrit literature the
kings or rulers should be like Rama, Yudhisthir Suyodhan and chanakya. They all are
dedicated for their countries. They all think that all men are my children, and just as I
desire for my children that they may enjoy every kind of prosperity and happiness in both
this world and the next, so I also desire the same for all men. In other hand subjects always

think about the prosperity of the ruler and the kingdom.
According to kiratarjuniya -

| fererar &g o anfed DR e T: Foora & fhweg: |

HeTTery & Fad I Jusaaredy T gadve: || (1 -6)
A friend or an employee who does not offer his good advice to his master or ruler is not a
worthy employee or a minister, or a government employee etc. It is the duty of a friend to
show his master and a master or a ruler or an officer who neglects to listen to advice of
those who are good for him, is not worthy of being master. Because when the ruler,
minister or king and his friends love each other and do not go against each other than all
the wealth remain their companion. Without reading of these books no politician can be
treated as a real politician. According to place, time and circumstances our rules should be
changed in right way. According to shastra -

Tfaursfeen ifd gfe TagafamE|
agaﬁa:i%amm‘rﬁaﬁmﬁramn

Our politicians, leaders, ministers and officers should be bright characters according to
Sanskrit literature.—-
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AHE] AT AT FATIHTINOT HT = |
Teol REUTAATUR™ AT Hecleld IX: 1|
TqSCHATAR! AT HAd Tl IRATT|
fRIEToTaT: Y g UrEy: Fohell: FoT: 11 (g .19)
Conclusion:

From vedic period to till now not only Sanskrit literature but all Indian literatures also try
to transform or reform or change the evil thoughts of men which are dangerous for society.
Having seen the pitiable condition of our society , some sages, great men, poets, writers,
social reformers, revolutionaries, educators and scholars wish to change the social,
economic and political condition through their writings. Because The pen is mightier than
the sword and a wise man’s words change the world. Generally, the internal thought of
Sanskrit literature or other literatures advise to modern people, how to keep or to make a
peaceful society. In Sanskrit literature we can see the overall picture of the society. The
heavenly familiarly relation like parents, brothers, friends, sons etc. There is a beautiful
expression of respect, honor, love, tolerance and co-operation towards neighbors and
people of all sections of society.

This strengthens our family and social organization, society and national unity. Really
Sanskrit literature or knowledge of Sanskrit can save the whole world. So, we all should
study Sanskrit for better live and life. This is the final and finest thought of Sanskrit
literature or Indian literatures i.e our body is the foam of sea, our life is like a bird, our
family and wealth they all pass away. They belong to us. What then is ours? Our good
deeds and evil deeds. So, think good. Do good for self for the society for the country and
for the world.

& s & T o] RIHAT: |
T HTIOT qRTe] AT H iRl g WHTI $7d |

S TERAH | ST RAHA |

References:

1 The Balmikiramayana- Gita Press. Gorakhapur, sambat. 2050.

2. Manusmriti- Haragovinda Sastri, Chaukhambha Sanskrit Sansthan, Varanasi, Ed-6,2001.

3. Mahabharat. Gita Press, Ed.8, 2009.

4. Shrimadbhagabadgita, S.Radhakrishnan, Great Britain, Ed-1st,1948

5. Divyananda-Sri Shibananda, Kalyananaprakashaka, Bhubaneswar, Ed-15t,1994.

6. Nitishatak,Dr.Dadan Upadhyaya,Chaukhambha Vidyabhaban,Varanasi,2017.

7. Satyarthadarpana- Sri Ramachandra Pariray, Satyartha Anusandhan Pratisthana, Ed-1,1984.
8. Dharma for Man, Shri Satapalji Maharaj, Manav Utthan Seba Samiti, New Delhi,

9. Dharmashastranka- Kalyanapatrika Karyalaya, Gita Press, Gorakhapur,1996.

10. Shrimadbhagabatamahapuranam- Pita Press,2001.

11. Bakroktijibitam, Radheshyam Mishra, Chaukhamba Sanskrit Sansthan, Varanasi, 2010.

12. Durnitipuranam, Pt.Digambara Mahapatra, Prajnaprakash, cuttack,2000.

13. Kriratarjuniyam, Pt.Adityaranjan Pandey, Chaukhamba Sanskrit Sansthan, Varanasi, 1980.
14. Naisadhiyacharitam, ShriHarsha, Chaukhamba Sanskrit Sansthan, Varanasi, 1972.

Volume II, Special Issue February 2026 100



